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Welcome to December - and as this month 
brings 2022 to a close all we can say is 
WOW - what a year!

The country �nally started to fully emerge 
from the COVID19 pandemic - we saw 
ourselves get back to business as usual and 
live relatively as freely as we did before the 
start of it.

The war in Ukraine broke out with many 
people �eeing their homeland to the safety 
of the UK. The communities of Hagley and 
the surrounding villages stepped up to the 
mark helping and supporting them in their 
hour of need as much as possible.

We joined in the  wonderful celebrations 
for the Platinum Jubilee back in June and 
the Commonwealth Games were held in 
nearby Birmingham in July which many of  
us attended. 

We mourned the sad passing of our much 
loved Monarch in September and the 
world watched with us she was �nally laid 
to rest at Windsor. As the crown passed to 
our new King, we also saw two new Prime 
Ministers instated.

It�s certainly been a year full of ups and 
downs! And as we approach this winter  
in the midst of a cost of living crisis and 
fuel poverty for many looming, it really is 
so important to keep looking out for each 
other as much as possible.

And so with the festive season now upon 
us we are delighted to have Hagley Parish 
Council�s Christmas Event in the village 
back with us this year. With lots of fun 
entertainment, an array of Market Stalls 
and the all important beer tent, we just 
know it�s going to be a fabulous evening. 
See pages 24 and 25 for more details.

We also have the usual information from 
the local churches with regards to their 
services and celebrations this month -  
see pages 38, 39 and 40

And �nally we�d like to say a huge thank 
you to all the volunteers and distributors 
for their support this last year - we couldn�t 
have done it without you!

Alison Akers Editor
Cover photo courtesy of Kate Wilcox

Patron: The Viscount Cobham

Management Committee:
Chairman: 
Roger Seabury - 01562 885578
Treasurer: 
Alan Hess - treasurer@hagleyvillage.org
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Bookings O�cer: 
Nick Templar- 07891 365290 
bookings@hagleyvillage.org
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Neville Smart

Members:
Steve Colella - 07758 739901 
                         s.colella@bromsgrove.gov.uk 
Rachel Jenkins - 07974 257172 
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Alison Akers - editor@hagleyvillage.org
Advertising  
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Distribution 
David Trewin - 01562 884751

Seasons Greetings!

December 2022
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Active Seniors: 07512 546480    MC Paws: 01562 633045    West Glen: 01384 637085 
Little Kickers: 07545 236917    Verve Taekwondo: 01562 827437    Yasmin: 07747 787832

OPEN TO ALL

POP-UP CAFÉ
WEDNESDAYS AND 

SATURDAYS 9-12 
AT CLENT VILLAGE HALL

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

ACTIVE 
SENIORS 
9.30-10.30am 
11.15-12.15pm

LITTLE 
TREASURES 
10.00-11.30am

ACTIVE 
SENIORS 
2.45-3.45pm  
& tai chi 
4.15-5.15pm 

PILATES 
WITH YASMIN 
9.30am

LITTLE 
KICKERS 
1.00pm

WEST GLEN 
HTM DOG 
TRAINING 
2.00pm

ACTIVE 
SENIORS 
2.45-3.45pm 
& tai chi 
4.15-5.15pm

MC PAWS 
DOG 
TRAINING 
7.00pm

WEST GLEN 
HTM DOG 
TRAINING 
7.00pm

VERVE 
TAEKWONDO 
7.00pm

COMMUNITY CENTRE TIMETABLE 2022

COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS
needed for the 

Hagley Community 
Association

You don’t need any particular 
skill except enthusiasm for 

managing the Community centre 
and looking after its future. 

Meetings are every 6-8 weeks 
and last for an hour
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On Tuesday December 6th we welcome 
popular speaker Max Keen who presents 
�Gordon of Khartoum: A Victorian Epic� 
Gordon was a Victorian hero prised from the 
true Victorian heroic mould. Come along and 
�nd out how a Royal Engineer General, who 
decided to take over a town in the middle of 
a desert, become a national hero and maybe 
even brought down a government?!
On January 3rd be sure to wash your hands 
properly for �Clean and Decent � A History of 
Personal Hygiene� by Nigel Metcalfe.  Attitudes 
to cleanliness have certainly changed 
throughout history, and we often assume 

that our ancestors cared little about personal 
hygiene. This talk explores the myths and 
truths of the subject from the Ancient Greeks 
and Romans to modern times.
Visitors are most welcome at all our events. 
See hhfs.org.uk for details and contacts.
Rachel Paget - Secretary

HAGLEY HISTORICAL AND FIELD SOCIETY

HAGLEY U3A
Following a successful Barn Dance in September 
and Crazy Whist afternoon in October, we are 
looking forward to our Christmas Lunch on 
Wednesday 7th December. Monthly meetings 
are held in St. Saviours Church Hall, Hagley, 
on the �rst Wednesday in every month, 
(except August) � doors are open from 1.30 
with the meeting commencing at 1.45 pm. 
Refreshments are served, and visitors and new 
members are welcome.

More information from Chair Jane Mottram 
(01562 888219) or Membership Secretary 
Ian Powick (01562 883822).
More information about Hagley u3a: 
www.u3asites.org.uk/hagley/welcome

NEW BOOK NOW AVAILABLE FROM 
HAGLEY HISTORICAL AND FIELD SOCIETY
Hagley Historical and Field Society�s research 
group have put together a new book which 
covers many of the fundamental historical 
facts about Hagley parish over the period 
1820 to 2020, including Blakedown when it 
was included within the parish (up to 1933). 
The book has 104 pages in A5 format and 
is now available, priced at £5, from Jean 
Atkinson (01562 886549 or 07799 383517 or 
HHFSociety@gmail.com), or at the society�s 
meetings which are held at 8pm in St Saviour�s 
hall on the �rst Tuesday of each month.
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DISTRIBUTORS
We need help with delivering 

our lovely Village News
If you enjoy fresh air, walking and would 
be happy to take a bundle of our mags to 
distribute round allocated roads in Hagley 

then please contact David on  

01562 884751
PLEASE NOTE: This role is a voluntary position

HAGLEY SCOUT HUT TIMETABLE 2022
Yasmin PILATES & 
MUMMY & ME PILATES 
9.45-10.40am
Rachael  
ME TIME FITNESS 
9.00-11.45am

MON

TUE

WEDS

THUR

FRI

SUN

SAT

Sarah 
CONEXUS TUITION 
4.00-6.00pm

Nicola  
HALESOWEN 
DANCE ACADEMY 
4.15-7.00pm

Wendy YOGA 
11.00-12noon

Amber  
ZUMBINI 0-4  
DANCE/MUSIC CLASS 
9.30-10.15am

Shrita YOGA 
9.30-11.30am

Jess 
PERFORMANCE HUB 
8.30-1.00pm

HAGLEY RAMBLERS SCOUT HUT Enquire at hagleyramblerscout@btinternet.com

Yasmin 07747 787832    Rachael 07491 222554    Nicola 07855 134062    Jess 07825 535627  
Amber 07528 688337    Wendy 07767 883277    Sarah 07879 442422    Shrita 07791 883971  



Yasmin 07747 787832    Rachael 07491 222554    Nicola 07855 134062    Jess 07825 535627  
Amber 07528 688337    Wendy 07767 883277    Sarah 07879 442422    Shrita 07791 883971  

OFFERING RETURN JOURNEYS FROM HAGLEY PARISH 
to Stourbridge, Longbridge and Kidderminster

SHENCARE WILL ADHERE TO CURRENT COVID 19 GUIDANCE WHICH INCLUDES SOCIAL 
DISTANCING ON THE VEHICLE AND PASSENGERS NEED TO WEAR FACE COVERINGS.

The service will be running every Monday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. We will 
be providing journeys to Stourbridge, 
Longbridge, Kidderminster and around 
Hagley. There will normally be two 
services. Pickups will be at 09.45am and 
11.00am. Return times will by 12.00noon 
and 1.00pm. Please note that depending 
on demand the services may change their 
destination and times
Our service is Ring and Book door to door 
and is operated by Shencare Community 
Transport with the support of Hagley 
Parish Council and Worcestershire County 
Council. 
ALL JOURNEYS MUST BE PRE-BOOKED 
with the pick-up time and location being 
con�rmed at the time of booking. A 
reduced fare is available for Concessionary 
Bus Pass holders. Our vehicles have 
wheelchair access for those who require it.

To register for this service and book a 
journey please call Shencare between 
10.30am - 12.30pm Monday - Friday

Shencare: Tel: 0121 476 1816
Further information is also available from 
Hagley Parish Council on 01562 885253

7



8

HAGLEY STRING ORCHESTRA
Apart from our selected string orchestral 
music, each term we also enjoy playing a 
string quartet. For this Autumn Term 2022 
we�ve been exploring Borodin�s Quartet No. 
2 in D major. Alexander Borodin (1833-1887) 
was born in St Petersburg, the illegitimate 
son of a Russian prince, his father registering 
him as the o�spring of a serf, Por�ry Borodin. 
When Borodin was seven, his father freed 
him from serfdom and paid for his private 
education, when he learnt to play the cello.
He became a scientist studying in Europe, 
keeping his music as a hobby.   Returning to 
Russia, he became a Professor of Chemistry, 
also being known as a nationalist composer 
with Mussorgsky and Rimsky-Korsakov.   One 
of his famous works is the opera Prince Igor 
which includes the Polovtsian Dances. The 
third movement of his 2nd String Quartet 

became famous as the song �Stranger in 
Paradise� from the musical Kismet. 
For information contact Haydn Thomas 
(01562 885252; sanhay50@gmail.com)
Jeremy Patterson - Conductor

BECOME AFFILIATED
Promoting your Club or Association is always a 
challenge, and to keep yours in the public eye why not 
become a�liated with the HCA.

For an annual fee you can enjoy the 
following bene�ts:
Hire of the Community Centre at a rate up 
to 50% lower with no deposit
A listing in the Village Directory which is at 
the back of The Village News
Publish news and upcoming Events in the 
Village News and on the website

Further information: a�liations@hagleyvillage.org
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HAGLEY COUNTRY DANCERS
Another successful year for the Hagley Country Dancers ends on December 12th, when we are 
planning to �nish with a festive occasion and an extended session. Entertainment will be provided 
by members displaying their talents on guitar, piano accordion or spoons or whatever skills they 
have. Favourite dances may be requested, and all callers will be available. We are grateful to Hagley 
Village News for the publicity which has helped us to attract several new dancers this term. The 
club has recovered well from our long break, and we hope to continue to attract more members 
in the New Year. We restart on January 9th 2 p.m. as usual and on following Monday afternoons.
There is plenty of parking via Chapel Street. There is no charge for a �rst visit, subsequently the cost 
is £3.50 per person. For more information, ring June Waterhouse, 01562 700639

Our �rst meeting in October was on 11th 
and was an evening that is always eagerly 
anticipated when we meet our new house 
groups for the year 22/23.  We also have 
plenty of time for co�ee and a chat and we 
also had the opportunity to have a go at the 
quizzes that Sue had given to each table. This 
is always a very enjoyable evening.   On 25th 
October we were joined by Alan Faulds, a 
member of �The Severn Freewheelers Blood 
Bikers�, a group of volunteers who give an 
amazing service collecting and delivering 
all sorts of medical samples and equipment 
between hospitals and patients homes 
whenever it is urgently needed. This month, 
on December 13th, we have our Christmas 
Celebrations.  This will be an informal evening 
in St. Saviour�s Church Hall with music, carols, 
readings and Supper with your group. We 

hope all members will be able to join ìn and 
make the evening a special opening to the 
Christmas season.  As usual, it will begin at 
7.45 for 8.00pm. 

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.

Ann Pagett

VILLAGE LADIES

WYRE FOREST & DISTRICT CENTRE NATIONAL TRUST
WFDCNT - YOUR LOCAL NATIONAL TRUST SUPPORT GROUP 

Our meeting in December will be on 
Wednesday 14th December at 2.30pm. Please 
note that this is an afternoon meeting at 
Blakedown Parish Rooms. The topic this 
month is the History of Pantomime , a talk 
given by Chris Green  - The History Chap who 
is always a most interesting and enthusiastic 
speaker. We do hope that you will join us. 
Our group welcomes new members  to 
our meetings. Through the year we have a 

number of interesting talks together with the 
chance to go to the Symphony Hall and many 
outings during the summer months.

Toni Allison
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Supporting 
all our local businesses

Why not come onboard!

For further information on quarterly, 
half yearly and yearly rates email 
advertising@hagleyvillage.org

THINKING OF PLACING AN 
ADVERT IN THE VILLAGE NEWS?
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At the meeting of Hagley Probus Club held 
on Monday 31 October, members and their 
guests were treated to a luxurious journey 
across Europe into Western Asia, visiting only 
the best hotels of course.

Our speaker was Neil Brazier, a retired 
Stourbridge travel consultant and his 
illustrated talk was �The Orient Express�. 
The Orient Express was a long-distance 
passenger train service created in 1883 
by Georges Nagelmackers, owner of the 
Belgian company Compagnie Internationale 
des Wagons-Lits. It operated until 2009.
The route and rolling stock of the Orient 
Express changed many times. Several routes 
in the past used the Orient Express name, or 
slight variations, but the cities of Paris and 
Istanbul are most prominently associated 
with the name. Although the original Orient 
Express was originally simply a normal 
international railway service, the name 

became synonymous with luxury rail travel 
and intrigue. The train featured in many 
famous �lms. Fortunately however, there 
were no murders on our journey. We were 
also reminded of several other long distance 
luxury trains such as the Glacier Express, the 
Blue Train and the Rocky Mountaineer.

Our next meeting to celebrate Christmas will 
be held on Monday 19th December. 

Hagley Probus o�ers a warm welcome to 
any retired or professional gentleman from 
Hagley and District who would like to join us. 
For details please contact Alan (Hon Sec) on 
07967 590219.

HAGLEY PROBUS CLUB

THE ARTS SOCIETY - STOURBRIDGE
The Society enters the Christmas season 
early this month and in keeping with its 
festive traditions has the format of a lecture 
followed by a lunch. The venue moves from 
Stourbridge Town Hall to Stourbridge Rugby 
Club.   Our lecturer is Graham Jones and his 
subject is entitled � A very festive Christmas�  
in which he will talk about the light-hearted 
side of various ceremonial events taking place 
around Christmas: preparing the Chelsea 
Pensioners, Changing the Guard at the royal 
palaces, giving concerts and carol services.

Dr Jones served in the British Army for nearly 
40 years, retiring as Senior Director of Music 
in the Household Division and Coldstream 
Guards. He now enjoys a second career as a 

guest conductor, adjudicator, guest speaker 
and lecturer and recording consultant.
This event is only open to members of 
The Arts Society so if you would be interested 
to �nd out more about joining us please 
contact Neill Robb either on 07484 830487 
or email to neillrobb@btinternet.com as 
soon as possible
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GODFREY PARTRIDGE PHF President & Public Relations Officer 
5 Shelduck Grove, Kidderminster, Worcs DY10 4EF Tel: 01562 827225 : Email: qshare.qa@gmail.com 

The Rotary Club of Hagley continued 
the Rotary Year with a very full program 
privileged with a visit from Rotarians from 
Stourbridge and a presentation by Chrissy 
Bentley FOAG keeping the club up to date 
with farming improvements in Rural Uganda 
in Africa. The Rotary Club of Hagley have their 
cabaret evening on the 25th November with 
entertainment provided by the comedian 
Doug Parker which has been totally sold out. 
For Rotarians the coming month of November 
is dedicated to their Foundation which is 
a non-pro�t corporation that supports the 
e�orts of Rotary International to achieve 
world understanding and peace through 
international humanitarian, educational, and 
cultural exchange programs. .So, if readers 
would like to have fun with a purpose, 

consider joining our club which holds its 
meeting at 6.30 pm for 7.00 pm on Monday 
evenings at the Blakedown and Churchill Golf 
Club. Alternatively try visiting our website at  
https://hagleyrotary.wixsite.com/website.
The Rotary Club of Hagley in Fellowship 
with Rotary International Dedicated to Good 
Health and Happiness for All. Should anybody 
require help or assistance or just a friendly 
phone call during the period of con�nement
Martin Freckelton: 01562 700 391 or 
Dave Santus: 01562 886 529

ROTARY CLUB No 1328 District 1060

Club of Hagley

Hagley Community Centre 
1 large hall, meeting room, stage, kitchen and toilets 
Contact Nick at bookings@hagleyvillage.org

Please visit the HCA website www.hagleyvillage.org 
for more information on past, current and future events

Available for 
public use
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As the end of another year nears I have been 
re�ecting on the last eleven months and all 
the things we have had cause to celebrate 
and others that have made us sad over that 
time. I pondered on the heat of those few 
weeks of the summer and now our hope that 
the winter won�t be too cold so we can save 
on fuel bills! The seasons keep rolling on but 
over all that time for me has been the constant 
of all my lovely customers that come week 
in week out to attend their classes, to spend 
an hour or so exercising and having a bit of 
�me time�, and go home knowing they have 
worked hard and are doing their best to keep 
their bodies and minds healthy. You are all 
fabulous and I�m so very proud of you all for 
your commitment and e�ort. But of course I 
am always trying to get more older adults to 
become more active so my search for new 

customers continues!  With our new class 
on Tuesday afternoons for people who need 
a slightly less challenging class and a more 
energetic cardio class �rst thing on Monday 
mornings, through to tai chi classes there 
really is likely to be something to suit everyone 
so ring me for a chat about the options and 
we can sort out a free taster session. I wish all 
customers (current and future!)  a very Merry 
Christmas and a healthy New Year 
Angela 07512 546480

ACTIVE SENIORS

HAGLEY CAMERA CLUB
We are one of the smaller, more relaxed 
camera clubs welcoming everyone from 
beginner to seasoned enthusiast to take part 
in a varied program of interesting photography 
activities including guest speakers, studio and 
practical nights (still life and models), location 
shoots, club outings, member presentations, 
competitions (internally and against other 
clubs), tuition and appraisal evenings, 
workshops and much more.

Our December program sees the last of our 
internal competitions between members 
with all the scores over the year also being 
�totted up� to reveal our �photographers of the 
year�. Then it�s the members Christmas social 
evening on 13th Dec. before we break up until 
10th January which will be our ever-popular 
quiz night before we get back to the to our 
2023 programme proper. 

Wishing everyone a very happy Christmas and 
a peaceful New Year from us all at H.C.C.

NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME

Contact us chair@hagleycameraclub.co.uk 
or just come along to St Margaret�s Church, 
123 Hagley Road, Hasbury, Halesowen B63 
4QD on Tuesday evenings from 8.00pm. Try 
us out as a �no-obligation� visitor for a few 
weeks then if we suit you sign up as a member 
to enjoy all the bene�ts.

Further details: Keith Hunter 07920 740943  
or see our website
www.hagleycameraclub.co.uk 
Facebook: Hagley camera club



October has been a fantastic month for 
members of Girlguiding in Hagley and 
Blakedown. Blakedown Brownies and 
members of the newly reopened Blakedown 
Guides had a super weekend of adventure 
staying at the Manor House at Blackwell 
Court. The weather was excellent, and the 
Brownies and Guides had a fantastic time, 
Grass Sledging, Orienteering, Go-carting and 
doing tree top adventures. The highlight was 
the camp�re with lots of wonderful singing. 
2nd and 3rd Hagley Brownies had a sleepover 
at the Sea Life Centre in Birmingham with 
Brownies packed into the shark tunnel for an 
underwater night after a great tour of the Sea 

Life Centre. 1st Hagley Guides are o� to the 
Pioneer Centre in Shropshire in November. 
At the time of writing all units are planning 
lots of fun Christmas activities to be reported 
upon in the new year. Best wishes for a Merry 
Christmas from everyone in Walton District.

WALTON DISTRICT GIRLGUIDING
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HAGLEY WI
What fun we had designing tree baubles for 
both our Christmas Tree at Hagley and also 
the WI tree at Worcester. Our theme was �Stars 
and Planets�. Doesn�t sound very Christmassy, 
does it? However, star shaped polystyrene 
and round plastic balls made the ideal shape 
for Christmas baubles! We had beautiful 
twinkling stars and bright sparkling planets, 
and our tree will be decorated ready for our 
Christmas party. The most di�cult part was 
deciding which, of all the gorgeous baubles, 
to send to Worcester to represent Hagley WI.
For a lot of people Christmas means spending 
time with family and friends, while other enjoy 
the festive party cheer. At Hagley WI we are 
no di�erent. There is a real band of friendship 
surrounding WI ladies and for most ladies, 
when asked what they love about WI, they 
will say �The Friendship� Our next meeting 

on Monday December 12th is our Christmas 
Party. We will certainly be enjoying goodies to 
eat with a singer to entertain us. Nigel Strong, 
who sings songs from the 60�s mixed with 
romantic ballads, will be encouraging joining 
in and I�m con�dent the Hagley WI will be 
giving their best for a rendition of Jingle Bells 
or any other Christmas Song.
On behalf of everyone at Hagley WI, I would 
like to wish you all A Very Happy Christmas. 
If you would like to know more. Please do get 
in touch Judi Priest, judipriest1@gmail.com

TUESDAY TEA CLUB
We meet in the Free Church hall at 2:30 on 
the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month. We 
hope to see our regular ladies in throughout 
the year and new members are all welcome. 
For more details contact Sheila Munden on 
01562 636333
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WEDNESDAYS 6PM
Hagley Playing Fields

(meet outside the community centre)

9 WEEK COURSE
SESSIONS LAST 
APPROX.
45 MINUTES

START DATE
28TH SEPT 2022

FREE

C25K BROMSGROVE

NO BOOKING, 
JUST TURN UP

CouchCouch
to

START DATE
28TH SEPT 2022

CouchCouch
to5k

Couch
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